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there was no man among them but would fight with right good
will.
While deponent was with them and as they came out of the
church everybody in loud voices said to deponent: 'If you are with
us, let all England come on, for we are not afraid.' And so they were
quieted and disabused of the suspicion they had been entertaining.
Then all the sentries were strengthened and deponent took it
upon himself to send six soldiers nightly to the point, and deponent's
horse; and six other men in the frigate Napolitana to patrol the sea
at Indian Point.
On Ash Wednesday, about 11 o'clock, the enemy's fleet appeared
off Point Canoa, and the alarm was sounded and all the troops, foot
and horse, went out upon the beach of the city. Captains Martin
Gonzalez and Castaneda went on board of the galleys with all their
men. On the beach deponent (p. 114) marshalled the troops into
formation and with them marched as far as the Shrine where there
were five pieces of artillery. There he halted the entire body.
Meanwhile, friars from all three monasteries (Dominicans,
Franciscans, Augustinians) went among the people, encouraging
them; and many confessed there. These friars and the bishop of the
city, whenever they met deponent, said to him: 'Ea, good captain!
If you are here the victory is certain.' Before the enemy arrived the
bishop and the priors of the monasteries repeatedly and insistently
demanded of deponent that he remain on land, declaring that for
him to do so was for the good of the services of God and the king.
In this formation they awaited the enemy, who came coasting
along, as many as 23 sail, large and small, a medium-sized vessel
ahead, like a scout. As they came within range the artillery fired as
they passed battery after battery along the waterfront, and some
said that one vessel was damaged by a shot from the galleys. So we
showed ourselves to the enemy and gave him to understand that we
were not off guard, for on the beach there were the city's three
companies of foot, being 300 harquebuses; and about 80 pikes; and
two more companies formed by the men from Tolu and from
Mompox (in both (p. 115) some 130 men, too harquebuses and the
rest pikes). There was another company of free blacks, being 25
muskets; and another three or four companies of Indians, who were
some 400 in number, armed with bows and poisoned arrows; and
another company of 54 horse. All of these troops remained on the
beach before the city, and the enemy with his fleet passed on and
entered the port and anchored in the port at Boca Grande at about
three or four o'clock in the afternoon.